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1. Abbreviation types

m Beceause of the limits of writing space, the copyists invented techniques of word abbreviation.
m The abbreviations differ from a historical period to another, from a territory to another, from an
intellectual context to another, both for abbreviation signs and for words which are abbreviated.

co mr = mater (jur., comm.), magister (univ. XIII), martyr (theol.), multipliciter (comm. XIII)
m To decipher the abbreviations, we must take into account the abbreviation procedure:
= very frequent words are the most abbreviated, often with letter-like conventional signs
= the other words are often abbreviated to shorten them, using conventional signs and shortening
procedures

1.1. Conventional signs

The conventional signs replace a succession of sounds

C#>» sometimes the same abbreviation can stand for several homophone successions of sounds

C> some signs correspond to whole words, but they can be used also inside another word

The most common abbreviation signs: " (tilde) nasalization m/n
g quewe P perne &/F et 3 est

 quewe P prese I inie I non

G quod P pro b seducwim = esse

q qu p i 0 de [ el

§ aquo @ ergo @ dgiter NI modo

B -quewen B bus 2 rum T b

O cumer 3 -etm -us S

B hic B haec B hoc

1.2. Shortening of words

Longer or more frequent words are abbreviated by suppression of letters, which can be one of two
types:
® suspension (only the first letters are written, the last are replaced by a mark)
m contraction (only the beginning and the end are written, letters from the middle are omitted)
The suppression can be marked by:
m tilde (warning! the tilde may also mean nasalization)
a1 (anima) to (ratio) ¢ (causa) bﬁt (habent)

® superscript at end
a . a, .. i . is :
pﬂ (potentia) ¢~ (alia) p]jp (physici) COL™ (corporis)
= above the word
Il (natura) ﬁﬂg (posterius) Ertmﬂ (extrema)

B omission (some letters may be omitted when the word is easy to guess)

[ﬁﬂ (substantia) q0 (quaestio) 30 (Iohannes)

To restore the word, one must find an existing word in latin which corresponds to the written or abbreviated sounds
and which is obtainer by minimum expansions from a known form. ( > rﬁ[ E (rationabile) (rationale ))
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2. Instruments for deciphering

There are abbreviation dictionaries which contain the transcription of abbreviation signs and of the
common words.
© notall the possible words are contained in dictionaries

©  thedictionaries cover several domains and languages, attention to the specific usage in the transcribed text

& Apriano CAPPELLL, Dizionario di Abbreviature latine ed italiane

NCC™ — NEBETA 233 NCCITI — NE&r
o \ h
¢ C’5 NCC (nee, nee™) neces- " f’:l (neeiti) necessi-
sarium x1v {. o tati X1V .
L Lk
MCec {n{}c H l.} neeessar 1a | ncem (n@(}“”l] necessa- .
rinm 41
NIV
w -
SN al ol frineail masraccaria }'1‘:‘55 {HFL"‘!”HW ﬂP('ﬁEHF!tﬂS NIl

@ Breviter Interactive Dataset of Medieval Abbreviations https://breviter.mihaimaga.ro/

Q students are encouraged to form their own dictionaries of abbreviations

(£ Homework

Identify 10 abbreviations in the following manuscript and transcribe them unabbreviated:

O mufcausa prunma flue mﬁl.mw fup@
cum quam & ca e

C\*m 1MoL ca fey- 1t fal 4, HTUECYN A1°00

€a- 14 {mmﬁ‘o aufe 12 abaas g(?z . A umn

1o g-mq dgy‘mf&’m camm & fe¥e- Ay mapan.éa
e QP é quo 1o ’YQC\C \gatm \y 11\1 %ca {‘c& 1
o g n\mn feqc Yo eveutar 1 b ah £q dtup
tpam qmdch Qe z ot GR cgc@x&mnl 13 prew -z uil

Paris, Bibliothéque nationale de France, Latin 3237, f. 53r (first quart of 13th c.) PSEUDO-ARISTOTELES, Liber de causis
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