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Evolution Dalacograpby
The Latin alphabet originates in the Etruscan alphabet, which in
turn originates in the western variant of the Greek alphabet.

Phoenician--c.900B.C. 4 4 N A J Y I H
A—
Earliest Greek -- c. 750 B.C. -I ﬂ

— [V\’Egtern\farlant) A 4 i3 Z H
Etruscan—-c.6508Cc. A § 1 a4 1 1 1 @
Latin -- ¢. 500 B.C

—_ A BCDEFTF H

Initially there was a single set of characters (capitals), which began
to differentiate by support and author of writing (writing hands).

- v))f/rvr e 3/(/ e
'l}}«/’?flff/l‘"f ,}f/uélrflw)/

v, "’7""7' e "'-/rf)sf./ voq

/ . PTD )& (R R W

2 f"f"]"“’f/ﬂ\/; ¢ Fj-JP )P)"-A

T ”7’.(7’=>Vf'ffrvf4\‘7\//'*5

Trajan’s Column (2nd ) Papyrus with Senate discourses (1% c.)
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Evolution (2) Dalaeograpby

Gradually, the letter shapes transformed to accommodate the

writing needs.

= clegant majuscule (capitalis elegans) 15-4' c.
INVNDEMYMCRAS AGNYMEA
CRESCERELANM DO SSINTTON

m rustic majuscule (capitalis rustica) 15~ oth ¢,
LRIMASTANCOSMIONIGN AT AESTIVDEABVERSY
NOSTANNERMBVI TSV SHAB IARETHALEA

m uncial letter (littera uncialis) 3rd_joth ¢,
UANRIUOD CE NS RIOM SO T PpE
RACS I LITUy MNESOCIAMI I LI R

= semi-uncial letter Sth_—8tfl (—IOtE) c.
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Evolution (3) Dalaeograpby

Starting from the 7" c. forms of cursive writing appear in different
areas of Western Europe (national hands).

m merovingian cursive W“WLW& o

(Luxeuil)

m visigothic cursive

m insular (irish) 8 S-oc;u-sc’us Ae‘honombushommn.
cursive il - &acgusy - cxesacnuym nuncy

m italian pre-caroline e pitomat Gognofh . 5
(beneventan and L
. . oftwaque untu o ot Khnchosase &’waa-
franco-lombardic) cursive - v
m german pre-caroline
cursive
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Evolution (4) Dalaeograpby

Starting from the 8™ c., following the reform initiated by
Charlemagne, a new writing is developed, intended to be easier to

read and uniform in the Holy Roman Empire.
m caroline minuscule )
Ccfactum-¢&- aefpere evmine dier

quaytuf - Otjtrce'aumclf.“- prjodu
cant ccquae repal® ccnmae muaen

Some national hands continue to be used in some territories even after the
caroline reform. Simultaneously, the uncial or the roman capitals start to be
reused to differentiate the initials.
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Characteristics Palaeograpby

m rounded lines A0MOT
m discrete hooks 1L(‘DP(1
m uniform letter widths A1LMMNO
Ductus

o ¢ Tedadg

Some letters have a new shape in minuscule cursive writing:

{/ss v»r 4a/aa g/zg d/Od L1 <t ere
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Abbreviations Palaeograpby

Abbreviations are less frequent and have multiple forms:
m sigla inherited from the Romans

& (et) o (cum/con-)
m usage of the tilde for nasalization and contraction

homini (hominum) ors (omnis)
B nomina sacra

the (Thesus) xpc (Christus) ds (Deus)  sps (Spiritus)
Gradually abbreviations appear from the common ones (see Course
3)
m common abbreviation signs

p(per) g(quod) é&(est) g (-que) ¢ -ae- g-us
m irish abbreviations

. (enim)  .i. (id est)  .[./.s. (scilicet)
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Example

Gargana sdomager dod oles o
o rwaglosa maore waconde
| etrnmmd) wnmndiolgus e
rem Lama naprrrn e b quen
quam prvcare cmppelloa
[ cqueed e N i proprram o
B S At LT Ll N ——.
e T L P —
nal cpranwru s conrqume &
poronna don b oara
odore avnder

e Amtrog angrloa voqueb o,

QU aechons or

cadora ik porvtbace non farve
e o e e
AT Ay A geacsens male
- g Ll
jhaganas walaw sllessoe
k'cca;unc 1o ucazefduar A
morerduor torrenam falica”
~\ma:.('u| uf‘q;&bconmnp wmdi

Caeleltemuero am ordi ufegadcon
460vb b

46lea *

Tomprumiin Demgpilla m(‘qpﬂxh;t 5

th’n’asloxlanlr‘dua.mlm quaere
abkomimibal gloviam bucavcem
dfconfaienace n:ﬂﬂ‘:mx;uma.rﬂ*
slaua .|uam5louaqu QCALtAz
caputfium: baecdicizdofuo ‘51"

ramen &lexalanfcapurmeun:

“lhmpnnaplbu{‘ew(‘ uelma('

quaffubiugar naaonibur dam:
nands Libido dominazur inhac

{@rulunt muicem NcarTaTe

Frpracpofia confu lendo acfubdin

obemperando il mnfiur porena
burdiliqr wirruzem fudm- hoee
dicrr driofiuo- Diligameedne i~
rufimea ldeoquaciilla Apien
wereuf {ecundum hominem wuenwer
mumFMAn'm-ﬂn bona aur
m:r'\'ﬁ; (‘ccmn(‘unn&utquxpnma:
co-snof'ca'ec{v;r nonutchn henoma
uerunt .\utsv‘.\antsa'un(-ra:!

Dalacography

euAnuerunc ;nwsl tAélnr"lv:fulf
aoblcuratumd} infiprens”coveonst
dicencerfeee fapiencer 1del ¥dorm
nante fibi ﬁ.x,rbm mnfuafapienna
{efe ywﬂcmz{'ﬂu[ufucnf alinmu
auerunc g{ormm ncozrupt 11
dimmilicudinem 1mm51mfcnr"'

a .
461ra

rufynlnhr‘hor;um(' &uolucrum
quAdr‘qudum aftrpenaum- adbuyur
cemodh emm fimulacra adoranda
ut‘-(‘ucd'f)o?ulnz.um uel (e racerer
fua-unt accoluerunt ‘\zq«,ftrhnsr-'
CfeATUras Pnnuﬂ‘ua.m creatort 4
Stbenedicairin(etl ; Inbacauteon
nulladt bomime fApienaa nifipre
T quarecte cobiud'verurdr 1d
&Paunfﬁm-um nfoci&’ace (Cox
nonflumbominum ueum &angs

Lorum utficdfoma nommibuf®,

X pLU ciT LB Xmg- Y 4611b

St. Gallen, Stiftsbibliothek, Cod. Sang. 177, ff. 460vb—461rb (middle of oth c.)

AUGUSTINUS, De civitate Dei, lib. XIV, cap. 29.
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(¢ Homework Dalacography

Transcribe the following manuscript fragment:

) |

/EAGNA QUIDEM
J é Lib buuar Apud perr
1y vakenwn fectam pro
lva:ur* Auctoriaf’ "Hzc

Namgq- Arifroreles: ﬁmpltaum propo
Srmonum nxzuran diligenver exa
'mmxtj fed ewuf ferier {E;rupu[offx m

poalrair" fermima. & fubalibur preffa

ferrerrmifi Adreum lmU&genm&

St. Gallen, Stiftsbibliothek, Cod. Sang. 820, p. 62 (second half of oth c.)

BoEeTH1US. In Perihermeneias Aristotelis
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